Effect of eosinophilia on the heterogeneity of the anticoagulant response to heparin in haemodialysis patients.
The anticoagulant response to heparin was determined, during haemodialysis, in a group of seven patients with eosinophilia and in a control group. The heparin half-life was similar in the two groups, but the heparin effect index was lower in patients with eosinophilia. The dose-response curve showed a reduced sensitivity to heparin in patients with eosinophilia. In patients with eosinophilia a significant reduction in eosinophil count was observed during cuprophan dialysis, but not during polyacrylonitrile dialysis. The hyposensitivity to heparin might be related to eosinophil degranulation, during cuprophan dialysis, with release of a major basic protein that neutralises heparin.